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want to say thank you to the 81st Bri-
gade from Washington State. 

f 

HONORING DAVID EMERSON 
HOUSEL 

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to honor Mr. David Emerson 
Housel on the occasion of his retire-
ment as Auburn University Director of 
Athletics. I am honored to stand before 
this body of Congress and this Nation 
to recognize his many accomplish-
ments. 

David is truly a man who embodied 
American principles of hard work, 
dedication to one’s family, and service 
to one’s community. 

On April 1, 1994, David Housel became 
Auburn University’s thirteenth Direc-
tor of Athletics. Upon accepting the 
job, he stated that his one goal was to 
leave Auburn and the athletic depart-
ment better than he found it. This goal 
was achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, I could go on much 
longer about this gentleman who was 
born and grew up in Pickens County, 
Alabama in the Fourth District but 
time does not permit this morning. 

It is a great privilege to honor David 
Emerson Housel for his many accom-
plishments and his enduring impact on 
his country, his community, friends 
and of course family. He is a man of 
great dignity and character who takes 
pride in the accomplishments of those 
he has helped over the years. David 
continues to be an inspiring role model 
for all of us and is the embodiment of 
the Auburn creed. 

I know I join the Auburn faithful and 
all Alabamians in wishing David God’s 
richest blessing in his retirement. 

Mr. Speaker, today I have the privilege to 
honor Mr. David Emerson Housel on the occa-
sion of his retirement as Auburn University’s 
Director of Athletics. I am honored to stand 
before this body of Congress and this Nation 
to recognize his many accomplishments. He is 
truly a man who embodies the American prin-
ciples of hard work, dedication to one’s family, 
and service to one’s community. 

David Emerson Housel was born on Octo-
ber 18, 1946 and grew up in the small, west 
Alabama town of Gordo. In 1956, at the age 
of ten, David attended his first Auburn Univer-
sity football game, a 34–7 victory over the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Legion Field in Bir-
mingham. After the game he wrote letters to 
both schools asking for information about their 
football teams. David told the story to Mr. Neal 
Sims of the Birmingham News in the Decem-
ber 26, 2004 issue: ‘‘Auburn sent a football 
guide, along with a note thanking me for being 
an Auburn fan. I got an Alabama media guide 
and a bill for two dollars’’. As Mr. Sims re-
ports: ‘‘Alabama got its two bucks. Auburn got 
his heart, and together school and devotee 
have been linked ever since he grew from 
child to man.’’ 

David graduated from Gordo High School in 
1965 and enrolled in Auburn University on 
June 9 of the same year. He graduated with 

a degree in journalism in 1969 and, after eight 
months with the Huntsville News (during which 
time he maintained a mailing address in Au-
burn) he returned to his Alma Mater to accept 
a job in the Ticket Office, where he worked 
from 1970 to 1972. He taught journalism from 
1972 to 1980 when he rejoined the athletic 
staff as Assistant Sports Information Director, 
He was named Director in 1981 and Assistant 
Athletic Director in 1985. 

On April 1, 1994 David became Auburn’s 
thirteenth Director of Athletics. Upon accepting 
the job he said, ‘‘People may agree or dis-
agree with decisions that are made, but they 
will never be able to question the reasons for 
those decisions. There will be no agenda 
other than the betterment of Auburn.’’ His one 
goal was to leave Auburn and the athletic pro-
gram better than he found it. This goal was 
achieved. Under David’s leadership Auburn 
won seven team national championships (in 
the previous thirty-eight years Auburn had 
captured only one national championship). Au-
burn has won twenty-nine Southeastern Con-
ference titles in the last ten years (in the pre-
vious ten seasons, Auburn had won eight ti-
tles). During David’s tenure, the Athletic De-
partment has posted its highest graduation 
rates ever. Also, the Department operated in 
the black financially every year, one of the 
very few Division 1A programs to do so on a 
consistent annual basis. 

Being the humble man that he is, David re-
fuses to take credit for these accomplish-
ments. Instead he gives credit to the Board of 
Trustees, the President, and above all, to the 
Auburn people. ‘‘This is the work of Auburn 
people,’’ he says. ‘‘Whatever we have been 
able to accomplish is a direct reflection of Au-
burn people and their support of the school 
they love.’’ 

David is a past president of the SEC Sports 
Information Directors, a former chair of the 
NCAA Public Relations and Communications 
Committees. He served on the District III Post-
graduate Scholarship Committee and has 
served as chair of the Dean’s Council for Au-
burn’s College of Liberal Arts. He also served 
as a member of the NCAA Championships 
Cabinet and the Executive Committee of the 
Southeastern Conference. 

He serves on the Board of Directors for Au-
burn Bank, the Auburn Wesley Foundation, 
the Lee County Red Cross and is a member 
of the Birmingham Pledge Advisory Board. He 
is an honorary member of the Auburn Football 
Lettermen Club and the University Singers. He 
is a member of the Sports Information Direc-
tors’ Hall of Fame, the Tony Brandino Hall of 
Fame and the Gordo Athletics Hall of Fame. 
He is also an award winning free lance writer 
and has written two books, ‘‘Saturdays to Re-
member’’ and ‘‘From the Desk of David 
Housel, A Collection of Auburn Stories.’’ 

In 1982 the Alabama Chapter of the Na-
tional Football Foundation recognized David 
with their Contribution to Amateur Football 
Award. He has also received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Walter Camp Founda-
tion of New Haven, Connecticut and the Bir-
mingham Monday Morning Quarterback Club 
for his career contributions to the sport of col-
lege football. 

Of all of David’s accomplishments, perhaps 
his greatest achievement was convincing the 
former Susan McIntosh to marry him. Susan is 
a retired third grade teacher at Wright’s Mill 
Road Elementary School in Auburn and they 

were married on June 15, 1985. David and 
Susan are faithful members of Auburn First 
United Methodist Church. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor 
David Emerson Housel for his many accom-
plishments and his enduring impact on his 
country, community, friends and family. He is 
a man of great dignity and character who 
takes pride in the accomplishments of those 
he has helped over the years. David continues 
to be an inspiring role model for all of us and 
is the embodiment of the Auburn Creed. I 
know I join the Auburn faithful in wishing 
David God’s richest blessings in his retire-
ment. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
DRAKE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

THE BLUE DOG BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, just a 
few minutes ago the House passed a 
budget that puts this body on record as 
effectively turning our back on future 
generations, saddling our children and 
grandchildren with mounting deficits 
and debt, with no end in sight. 

The majority’s management of this 
Nation’s finances has resulted in more 
than $2.2 trillion in additional debt 
since 2001. With this budget, the major-
ity party has made a bad problem 
worse. 

Our colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle who control the House, the 
Senate, and the Presidency are in total 
command of our economy. The major-
ity continues to talk about fiscal re-
sponsibility, about waste, about fraud, 
and about the abuse of the American 
people’s money. Yet they have pro-
posed a budget that is fundamentally 
dishonest, a budget that omits the cost 
of the war in Iraq and masks the costs 
that we will incur down the road as the 
deficit continues to explode. 

Our men and women in uniform sac-
rifice each day. They leave behind 
their jobs and their families, often on 
very short notice, and at great per-
sonal and financial cost. Unfortu-
nately, too many of them have made 
the ultimate sacrifice for this Nation. 
Yet this Congress continues to dem-
onstrate a complete lack of fortitude 
to ask the American people to also 
make a sacrifice during this time of 
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war; and it has the indignity to ask our 
children to bear the burden alone. 

For years, members of the Blue Dog 
Coalition have warned that we were 
spending money we did not have; that 
the administration had no economic 
plan; and that tax cuts were not a sub-
stitute for an economic program for 
our country’s future; but the majority 
in Congress continue to reject our 
budget reform proposals, efforts to 
budget in the same way that your fam-
ily and mine do, by paying as you go. 

This year the Blue Dog Coalition de-
veloped a clear 12-step plan to put our 
fiscal house back in order by restoring 
discipline and accountability to the 
budget process. A few days ago, a pro-
posal to include 11 of these 12 steps in 
the budget resolution was wholly re-
jected by the majority in the House 
Committee on Rules. 

By rejecting consideration of the 
Blue Dog reforms, the majority turned 
its back on the call to return to some 
measure of fiscal discipline. Since no 
debate was permitted, I would like to 
take this opportunity to share some of 
the key features of this plan with the 
American people. 

The Blue Dog 12-point reform plan 
embraces the first rule of holes: when 
you find yourself in one, stop digging. 
Our plan takes the shovel away from 
Congress by imposing tough new rules 
to restrain congressional spending. The 
plan also stops Congress from buying 
on credit and restores PAYGO, strong-
ly supported by Federal Reserve Chair-
man Alan Greenspan. 

The Blue Dog plan also puts a lid on 
spending by holding down discre-
tionary spending to the levels proposed 
by the President in this year’s budget. 
It closes a giant loophole that allows 
almost any spending to be designated 
an emergency by requiring Congress to 
have a separate vote on items des-
ignated as such. 

Every day, I hear from my constitu-
ents who ask me where are their tax 
dollars going. The Blue Dog plan an-
swers this call with a number of com-
monsense reforms to keep the tax-
payers better educated about where 
their hard-earned dollars go. 

b 1630 

The plan says that if Congress wants 
to increase the national debt we should 
do it completely out in the open with a 
separate vote. The plan says that if 
Congress wants to call for more than 
$50 million in new spending, that bill 
gets a roll call vote. It says if Congress 
wants to push through earmarks for 
pet projects we should require clear 
written justification for those projects. 

Madam Speaker, this year’s deficit is 
projected to be at much as $589 billion, 
not counting the Social Security sur-
plus, almost 5 percent of the Gross Do-
mestic Product. By 2009 interest pay-
ments alone on our national debt will 
exceed what we spend on discretionary 
spending on national parks, public 
schools, fire fighters, law enforcement 
and our veterans. 

We owe it to the American people to 
stop imperiling the Nation’s economic 
future by borrowing money to pay for 
irresponsible policies. 

Yesterday the Judiciary Committee 
on which I sit spent an entire day 
working on the massive bankruptcy 
bill. During the debate revolving 
around issues of debt and finances, my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
often talked about the importance of 
personal responsibility. 

If your family or mine budgeted in 
the same way this House demonstrated 
today, we would all go bankrupt. Our 
constituents know exactly what it is 
like to balance a checkbook at the end 
of each month and at the end of the 
year. It is now time for the majority to 
exercise some of the personal responsi-
bility they are so fond of and balance 
our Nation’s books. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
DRAKE). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent to claim the 
time of the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING OUTSTANDING 
CONSTITUENTS FROM TENNESSEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
we have a wonderful gentleman who 
was a Tennessee resident, citizen and 
someone we are terribly proud of. His 
name is Alex Haley, and many around 
the world know of his writings. And 
one of the things that Mr. Haley would 
often say is ‘‘Find the good and praise 
it’’. And that is something that we 
have more or less adopted in Ten-
nessee, when folks do things that 
should be praised. And today I want to 
recognize some of our outstanding citi-
zens in our State. 

One is Mr. Hubert Seaton of Hender-
son, Tennessee. And he was recognized 
during the annual Henderson, Ten-
nessee Membership and Awards Ban-
quet, and the Chester County Chamber 
of Commerce named him as their 2004 
citizen of the year. What an out-
standing honor for an outstanding man 
who was the first citizen of Chester 
County to be drafted during World War 
II. 

He devoted himself to serving his 
country with honor and dignity and 
was awarded both the Bronze Star and 
the Purple Heart. 

In 1960 he was elected to the Chester 
County Quarterly Court and faithfully 
served his community for 42 years. 
While presiding as a county judge and 
chairman of the court he continued to 
demonstrate his devotion to the citi-
zens of Chester County, a life well 
lived, an honor well deserved. 

We also honor today Mr. Ed Rufo. He 
is the recipient of the Army Public 
Service Award, and it is the second 
highest distinction granted to a civil-
ian by the Secretary of the Army. 

As founder and president of Oper-
ation Eagle’s Nest, Mr. Rufo has con-
tributed enormously to providing both 
financial and moral aid to Fort Camp-
bell soldiers and their families. 

This started out as a fund raising en-
deavor to assist the families of soldiers 
deployed to Iraq. Operation Eagle’s 
Nest rapidly obtained support from the 
Military Affairs Committees of Hop-
kinsville and Oak Grove, Kentucky and 
Clarksville, Tennessee, which is in my 
7th Congressional District. To date 
contributions total more than $250,000. 
It is clear that Eagle’s Nest is having a 
substantial positive impact on the lives 
of our soldiers. 

When our Nation called Fort Camp-
bell and the 101st Airborne to Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, they responded 
with enthusiasm and with dedication. 

When Mr. Rufo saw an opportunity to 
thank the men, women and their fami-
lies, he answered with Operation Ea-
gle’s Nest, and we thank him for that. 

We have got a couple of educators 
that are doing great work. Since 1990 
Dr. Ronald Griffeth has dedicated him-
self to the students and the faculty of 
Battle Ground Academy in Franklin, 
Tennessee. He was the academy’s presi-
dent and headmaster. And while every-
one in our community is sad to see him 
retire, we know that he is leaving a 
lasting legacy in the community. And 
in recognition of that legacy, the Ten-
nessee Association of Independent 
Schools honored him with the distin-
guished Sawney Webb Award. 

Not only has he helped to lead and 
expand the academy, he has been ac-
tively involved in the community with 
Boys and Girls Clubs and with working 
with young people in so many endeav-
ors. 

Mrs. Pam Stackhouse also works 
with young people. She has been recog-
nized as the Wal-Mart Tennessee 
Teacher of the Year Award Winner. She 
received a $10,000 education grant to 
benefit her school, Selmer Elementary. 

She has demonstrated tremendous 
enthusiasm for learning for her stu-
dents, and for more than three decades 
she has devoted her energy and her tal-
ent to Selmer students. As a music 
teacher for the last 8 years she has 
given her students appreciation for all 
things good. The Selmer community is 
truly blessed to have her enriching the 
lives of their children. 
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